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In the Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia. 


No. 2632. 

Edna Groff Angell, &c., Appellant, 

vs. 

Diller F. Groff et al. 


1 In the name of God, Amen, 

I Diller B. Groff being of lawful age, sound and disposing 

mind do ma'ke and publish this my last will and testament. 

I give devise and bequeath to my daughter in Law, Rose Grott 

the sum of One thousand (1,000) dollars. . 

I give devise and bequeath to my Grand child Edna Groff, daugh¬ 
ter of Adam H. Groff, the sum of One thousand (1,000) dollars. 

I give devise and bequeath to my Grand Child, Emory Groff, son 
of Adam II. Groff, the sum of Two thousand (2,000) dollars. 

I give devise and bequeath to my son Adam H. Groff the sum ot 

One hundred (100) dollars. . - . , - , , 

I give devise and bequeath to Maggie Neuman, a faithful servant 
in mv home for years, the sum of Five (5) dollars a month during 
her life, payment to be made every six (6) months, and one hun¬ 
dred (100) dollars to be paid at her death to cover funeral expenses 

and bequeath to Brightwood Park Methodist Epis¬ 
copal Church, the sum of Five hundred (500) dollars the same to 
anplv upon the debt of the Church, if their lie such debt, but if they 
be free from debt, then to be used by the Trustees as they deem best. 

I give devise and bequeath the remainder of my estate, Real, per- 
sonal or mixed, wheresoever located, whether at present owned by me 
or afterwards acquired to my two sons, Diller F. Groff and Chester L. 

Groff, share and share alike. ~ ~ & , 

I hereby appoint Diller F. Groff and Chester C. Groff executors 

of this my last will and testament, without bond. Qn _ 

Witness my hand and seal this 

2 The undersigned witnesses signed this instrument in the 

presence of Filler B. Groff at his request and in presence of 
each other. Mr. Filler B. Groff stating that it was his last will and 
testament, and we signed on the day above stated, Viz—January 

‘_3d A. q’lTOMAS Q POLLOCK, Washington, D. C. 

GEORGE W. BROWN, “ D. G. 

S. A. TERRY, D - 0. 

1—2632a 
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EDNA GROFF ANGELL, ETC., VS. 


(Endorsement: Last Will and Testament, admitted tp probate 
and record May 17, 1910.) 

3 In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, Holding 

Probate Court. 

Administration, No. 16873. 

In re Matter of the Estate of Diller B. Groff, Deceased. 

To the Honorable Justice holding said court: 

The petition of Edna Groff Angell, infant, by her husband and 
next friend, Earle F. Angell, respectfully shows: 

First. That she i9 an infant of the age of eighteen years, and a 
resident of the District of Columbia and is intermarried with the said 
Earle F. Angell. 

Second. That the above named Diller B. Groff was a resident of 
the District of Columbia, and died in the said District on the 8th 
day of March, A. D. 1910. 

Third. That the said Diller B. Groff left surviving him as his 
only heirs at law and next of kin, three sons, namely Diller F. Groff, 
Adam H. Groff and Chester C. Groff. 

Fourth. That the said Adam IJ. Groff left his home in the City 
of Washington, District of Columbia on the *25th day of April A. D. 
1906, without the known intention of changing his domicile. He 
left behind his only issue, your petitioner, and her brother, Emory 
L. Groff, as well as their mother, (his wife), Rosa V. Groff, and with 
the exception of a letter received bv the said Rosa V. Groff 

4 within a week after his departure, has not been seen nor 
heard from since. 

Fifth. That the said Rosa V. Groff, upon her petition therefor was 
granted letters of administration upon the estate of your petitioner’s 
father, the said Adam H. Groff, deceased, upon the 21st day of May, 
A. D. 1913, the said Adam H. Groff having left no will or testa¬ 
ment. 

Sixth. That on the 23rd day of March, A. D. 1910, the said 
Diller F. Groff and Chester C. Groff, by petition in the above enti¬ 
tled cause, filed a certain paper-writing, dated January 23, 1907, 
which was propounded by them to be the last will and testament of 
the said Diller B. Groff, deceased, your petitioner being named 
therein as a legatee. 

Seventh. That the said paper-writing was by this Court admitted 
to probate on the 17th day of May, 1910, as the last will and testa¬ 
ment of the said Diller B. Groff, and letters testamentary were issued 
to the said Diller F. Groff and Chester C. Groff, and your petitioner 
avers that the probate of the said paper-writing as the last will and 
testament of the said Diller B. Groff is greatly to the detriment of 
your petitioner, and against her interest as one of the heirs of the 
said Adam H. Groff, deceased. 

Eighth. Upon information and belief, your petitioner alleges and 
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DIUL.EE, F. GROFF ET AL. 

srotKTo 

SSL’S ex^fuoi 6 o/ tti 

influence and fraud of the said Diller F.-Groff ! or Chester £ ™ 
or of some other person or persons unknown to your peotioi . 

Ninth. That the legacy or money given or left to your 

“„irfr,s. H«S“bt ii’, “iss. “ s 

Ss therefore subject to the order of this Honorable Court. 

’ “ su ^ 

accortoeto the form of the statute in such cases made and provided 
nX L auctions whether at the time of the alleged execution of 
Sd ntr q writing the said Diller B. Groff was of sound and dispos¬ 
al mind and memorv, and capable of executing a valid deed or con- 
trae ™and Whether the execution of the same was procured by fraud 

° r 2 "That the^d ^tet’tSnentary issue- to Diller FGroff and 
Chester C Groff, upon said paper-writing may be revoked, and all 
necessary orders may be made, and proceedings had in the premises 
Shed the petitioner may have such other and further relief in the 
premises as the nature of the case may rwpure. GRQFF ANGEL L, 

Bv EARLE F. ANGELL, 

Next Friend. 


District of Columbia, 88 : 

I do solemnlv swear that as next friend of the above named peti¬ 
tioner I have read the foregoing petition by me subscnbed in h 
behalf and know the contents thereof; that the facto therein stated 
If personal knowledge are true, and those facte stated upon informa¬ 
tion and belief, I believe to be true. EARLE F. ANGELL. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 21st day of July, A. D. 
1913 [notakiai.seal.] £p™’o/ 0. 

9 

indorsement- Petition & Caveat of Edna Groff Angell by Earle 
F ( AngX next friend. Filed July 21 1913, James Tanner, 
Begister of Wills, D. C., Clerk of Probate Court.) 
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EDNA GROFF ANGELL, ETC., VS. 

Form No. 48. 
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In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, Holding Probate 

Court. 


District of Columbia, To unt: 


The United States of America to all persons to whom these Presents 
shall come, Greeting: 

Know Ye, That administration of all the moneys, goods, chattels, 
rights, and credits of Adam Hector Groff late of the District of 
Columbia, deceased, is hereby granted and committed unto Rosa V. 
Groff of the District of Columbia. 

Witness the Honorable Harry M. Clabaugh, Chief Justice of said 
Court, this 22" day of May, A. D. 1913. 

Attest: 

[court seal.] JAMES TANNER, 

Register of Wills for the District of Columbia,, 

Clerk of the Probate Court. 


Case No. 19,939. 


(Endorsement: Letters of Administration issued May 22, 1913, 
unto Rosa V. Groff. Filed May 22, 1913. James Tanner, Register 
of Wills, D. C., Clerk of Probate Court.) 
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Administration, No. 16873. 


In the Matter of the Estate of Diller B. Groff, Deceased. 


Now come here Diller F. Groff and Chester C. Groff in response 
to the citation issued out of this Court on the 28th day of July, 1913, 
served upon them, and for answer to said citation and the petition 
and caveat of Edna Groff Angell, infant, by her husband and next 
friend. Earle F. Angell, or to so much thereof as they are advised it 
is necessary or material for them to make answer unto, answering 

say: , . ., 

First. They admit the allegations of the first paragraph of said 

petition. _ 

Second. They admit the allegations of the second paragraph ot 

said petition. , .. 

Third. They admit the allegations of the third paragraph of said 


petition. . 

Fourth. They admit the allegations of the fourth paragraph of 

said petition except the allegation therein contained that with the 
exception of a letter received by Rosa V. Groff within a week after 
the departure of Adam H. Groff, therein referred to, the said Adam 
H. Groff has not been seen nor heard from since. • This allegation 

thev expressly deny. 

Fifth. They have no personal knowledge of the allegations con¬ 
tained in the fifth paragraph of said petition and can neither admit 
nor deny the same, but if said allegations are material they demand 
strict proof thereof. 



DILLER F. GROFF ET AL. 
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8 Sixth They admit the allegations contained in the sixth 

^ to *rasv 

^Ltt v h.» »tfSf zss. 

Si'rfSt nTdony *?£», hi if »'»:h ItagMio™ *» ™“’* 1 

that after this Court has pas ed a piller B Groff, deceased, 

record the last will and a sthe executors of 

and after these respondents h< . 13 th day of August, 

the will of said deceased, and on, ^.XV^ brother Emory Groff, 
1910, the said petitioner, together with a petition 

filed herein by her next friend an • ^ things con- 

and caveat setting forth m'^^ 0*0 mattei^andj ^ 

tained in the petition tt rj ro ff predeceased his father, 

and claiming that the said Adam H Groff pred^ea 

the said Biller B. Groff, and praying that tfaedpme O f ^ ^ R 
mitting to prohate the said las testamentary issued to these re- 

«-» 'ZZS&SSU «—«- 

cause as set forth in said “ “^dTi ^der appointing Rosa V. 
Groff guardian adTitem for said petitioner and her said brother to 
act for them in the matter of the ^ n Ttor said brother filed herein 

a ,°n n o£ r?eS ^ StHUSt 

ffi/iidRo^ 8 ^V^asXrVardian ad litem instead of as 

th On"hfs f ame n dav this Court passed an order amending said petition 

and caveat in accordance with the S^^consideration of the 

Thereafter, on September Xirt bv an order of that 

said petition and caveat as amended, this Cmirt, ny an ^ 

date, ordered that the following issue be t™ d y J March, 1910? 

Thereafter. md onto St October 26,1910, ^ issuecamemi 
S^S^Ih^e^nV^isaid petition and caveat and on 
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EDNA GROFF ANGELL, ETC., VS. 


behalf of the caveatees and on, to wit, the 27th day of October, 1910, 
said jury rendered a verdict answering said issue in the negative. 

Thereafter by order of this Court, passed herein on the 7th day of 
November, 1910, said petition and caveat was dismissed with costs. 

From this order an appeal was taken and perfected to the 
10 Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia, which Court 
affirmed the said order, as will more fully appear by reference 
to the mandate of said Court of Appeals, filed herein on the 24th day 

of March, 1911. i a t . , . , 

These respondents are advised by counsel, and being so advised 
aver that the said verdict of the jury hereinbefore mentioned that said 
Adam H. Groff was not dead prior to March 8, 1910, is binding and 
conclusive upon said petitioner and that by reason of said verdict 
and the judgment thereon she is precluded and estopped from claim¬ 
ing in this proceeding that said Adam H. Groff died prior to March 

8,1910. , , .u 

These respondents are advised by counsel and therefore aver that 

the said petitioner has no interest in the estate of the said Differ B. 
Groff except and only to the extent that she was a beneficiary under 
the will of said deceased and in that connection these respondents 
aver that the legacy of $1,000 bequeathed to said petitioner by the 
will of said deceased was by these respondents, as executors of said 
will, paid over to the said Rosa V. Groff, who was by this Court duly 
appointed guardian of the said petitioner: and for such payment 
these respondents were allowed credit in the statement of their ac¬ 
count in this Court, as executors under said will. 

These respondents are advised by counsel and therefore aver that 
said petitioner has no such interest in the estate of said Differ B. 
Groff as entitles her to file a caveat to said will. 

Eleventh. Further answering said petition and caveat these re¬ 
spondents hereby refer to all of the proceedings had in this Court 
herein and pray that the same may be read and considered as a part 


of this answer. 

And having fully answered, these respondents pray to be hence 
dismissed with their reasonable costs in this behalf most 

11 wrongfully sustained. 

* DILLER F. GROFF. 

CHESTER C. GROFF. 


MADDOX and GATLEY, 

Attorneys for Respondents. 


District of Columbia, set: 

Before me, a notarv public in and for said District, personally ap¬ 
peared Differ F. Groff and Chester C. Groff, who, being first duly 
sworn, depose and say: We have read over the foregoing answer by 
us subscribed and know the contents thereof: the matters and things 
therein stated as of our own personal knowledge are true and those 
stated on information and belief we believe to be true. 

DILLER F. GROFF. 
CHESTER C. GROFF. 




‘-T-? 


DILLER F. GROFF ET AL. . ' • 

Subcribed and sworn to before me this 5th day of August, A. D. 

1913- WM. C. TAYLOR, 

Deputy Register of Wills. 

(Endorsement: Answer of Diller F. and Chester C. Groff to peti- 
tion and caveat of Edna G. Angell. Filed August 8, 1913. James 
Tanner, Register of Wills, D. C., Clerk of Probate Court.) 

^2 Administration, No. 16873. 

In re the Matter of the Estate of Diller B. Groff, Deceased. 

Motion to Frame Issues. 

Now comes your petitioner, Edna Groff Angell, by her next friend, 
Earl- F Angell, and moves this Honorable Court, upon consideration 
of the petitfon or caveat and other pleadings herein filed, to order 
issues framed as prayed for in said petition^ “^^^tY 

Attorney for Petitioner. 

(Endorsement: Motion to Frame Issues. Filed August 19, 1913. 
James Tanner, Register of Wills, D. C., Clerk of Probate Court.) 

13 Administration, No. 16873. 

In the Matter of the Estate of Diller B. Groff, Deceased. 

Upon consideration of the caveat of Edna S. Groff filed herein on 
the 20th day of July, 1913, the answer thereto and the motion to 
frame issues upon such caveat, it is this 5th day of November, 1913, 
by this Court, and the authority thereof, adjudged, ordered and de¬ 
creed that said motion be and the same is hereby overruled and that 
said caveat be and the same is hereby dismissed with costs. 

By the Court: WENDELL P. STAFFORD, 

Associate Justice. 

From the foregoing decree the caveator in open Court, notes an 
appeal to the Court of Appeals of the District of Columbia and the 
penalty of a bond for costs on such appeal is hereby fixed at One 
hundred dollars ($100), with leave to said caveator to deposit m the 
registry of this Court the sum of Fifty dollars ($50) in cash in lieu 

of such bond. 

By the Court: WENDELL P. STAFFORD, 

Associate Justice. 

(Endorsement: Order overruling motion to frame issuesiandidis¬ 
missing caveat of Edna S. Groff. Appeal Bond fixed at $100. Rled 
November 5, 1913. James Tanner, Register of Wills, D. C., Uer 

of Probate Court.) 
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14 Administration, No. 16873. 

In the Matter of the Estate of Diller B. Groff, Deceased. 

Assignment of Error. 

Now comes Edna Groff Angell, the caveator in the above entitled 
cause, and says that the Court erred in passing the Order dated No¬ 
vember 5, 1913, which overruled the motion of said caveator, and dis¬ 
missed her caveat herein filed. 

F. B. MORIARTY, 
Attorney for Caveator. 

(Endorsement : Assignment of Error. Filed December 13, 1913. 
James Tanner, Register of Wills, D. C., Clerk of Probate Court.) 

15 No. 16873, Administration. 

In re Estate of Diller B. Groff, Deceased. 

Received from F. B. Moriarty attorney for the caveators in the 
above entitled case fifty dollars ($50.00) cash (in lieu of an appeal 
bond fixed at $100) to be deposited in the registry according to the 
order of Court passed and approved Nov 5, 1913. 

JAMES TANNER, Register. 

Nov. 10, 1913. 

(Endorsement: Receipt for $50 paid into Registry. Filed No¬ 
vember 17, 1913. James Tanner, Register of Wills, D. C., Clerk of 
the Probate Court.) 

16 Administration, No. 16873. 

In re the Matter of the Estate of Diller B. Groff, Deceased. 

To the Register of Wills and Clerk of said Court: 

Sir : In preparing the record on appeal in the above entitled cause, 

please include the following: ' 1 

Paper writing dated January 23, 1907, claimed to be the Last Will 

of Diller B. Groff. a , 

Petition and caveat of Edna Groff Angell, filed by her husband and 

next friend, Earl- F. Angell, on July 21, 1913. 

Letters of Administration upon the Estate of Adam H. Groff, 

(Adm. No. 19,939). ^ 

Answer of Diller F. Groff and Chester C. Groff to Caveat, filed 

August 8, 1913. 

Motion to frame issues, filed August 19, 1913. 

Order over-ruling motion to frame issues, and dismissing Caveat, 
dated November 5, 1913, and notice of appeal. 

Assignment of Error, filed Dec. 13, 1913. 


DILLER F. GROFF ET AL. 
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Certificate of deposit in lieu of Appeal Bond. 

This designation of record. F j^ ANCI g B . MORI ARTY, 

Attorney for Caveator, 

Messrs. Maddox & Gatley, Attorneys for Caveatees. 

Gentlemen: Notice is hereby given that the forego g 
17 designation has this day been filed with the Register of Wills 

“ d a » k th ' Prob “* iSciS B. MORIARTY, 

Attorney for Caveator. 

November 28, 1913. 

(Endorsement: Designation of Record on appeal- 
ber 28, 1913. James Tanner, Register of Wills, D. 0., Uerk o 

Probate Court.) 
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Form No. 94. 


Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, Holding a Probate Court. 




District of Columbia, To wit: 

I James Tanner, Register of Wills for the District of Columbia, 
Clerk of the Probate Court, Do Hereby Certify the foregoing pages, 
numbered from 1 to 17, .inclusive; to true copies of'the' on»Mj 
of certain naners on file in the office of the Register of Wills, Clerk 
of the Probate Court, in case No. 16,873 estate of Differ B Groff, de¬ 
ceased, wherein Edna Groff Angell, infant, by her husbmid and next 
friend Earle F. Angell, is appellant, and Differ F. Groff and Chester 
C Groff are appellees, the same constituting a fuff, true, and correct 
transcript of record and proceedings had in said cause according to 
the Designation of counsel filed therein andmade a part hereof. 

I Further Certify, That the sum of $50 was deposited in the 
Registry in lieu of Appeal Bond, as per order of Court of Nov. 5, 

In Testimony Whereof, I hereunto subscribe my name and affix 
the seal of said Probate Court, this 16th day of December, A. D. 

1913. 

rSeal Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, Probate 

Jurisdiction.] 

JAMES TANNER, 

Recjister of Wills for the District of Columbia,. 

Clerk of the Probate Court. 


Endorsed on cover: District of Columbia Supreme Court. No. 
2632. Edna Groff Angell, &c., appellant, vs. Differ F. Groff et td. 
Court of Appeals, District of Columbia. Filed Dec. 20, 1913. 
Henry W. Hodges, clerk. 
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